
Making “Stained Glass” Pendants

Embossing powder? To embellish plain glass 
pendants? Hmm, I hadn’t thought of that. Margot 

Potter, on the other hand, did.

In this lesson from Margot 
Potter, author of Beyond the 
Bead, not only will you learn 
a fabulous and versatile 
technique, when it’s all over 
you’ll have a beautiful new 
necklace to add to you 
collection. Or give it as a gift. 
Surely you know someone 
who’d enjoy such a unique 
and thoughtful gift (hint-hint).

To learn more about or purchase 
Beyond the Bead by Margot Potter, 
click here.
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Beyond the Bead is published by North Light Books, 
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Materials
memory glass square slides and memory  
glass frames (Ranger)
patterned background rubber stamps
black embossing powder (Ranger)
alcohol inks in Red Pepper and  
Butterscotch (Ranger)
embossing pad (Big and Bossy)
1 12mm acid green Lucite bead (The Beadin’ Path)
3 3mm jet Swarovski rounds
3 20-gauge sterling head pins (Beadalon)
1 20-gauge sterling ball-tipped head pin (Beadalon)
5mm sterling jump ring (Beadalon)
4mm sterling jump ring (Beadalon)
dryer sheet

Tools: small paintbrush, heat-setting tool,  
round-nose pliers, 2 pairs chain-nose pliers

Embossing Glass

Stained

1. Stamp slide
Clean the glass slide with a dryer 
sheet to prevent static electricity. 
Select the section of the stamp 
you wish to highlight by holding 
the glass against the stamp. Ink 
the stamp with embossing medi-
um. Stamp the design by placing 
the glass flat on the stamp and 
pressing down.

2. Pour on powder
Pour embossing powder onto 
the wet medium. Tap the excess 
powder into the jar.

mbossing powder works on many surfaces, including 
glass. It comes in many different colors, so there is no 

end to the looks you can create with this surprisingly simple 
technique. Here I colored a stamped and embossed image 
with inks to create the look of stained glass. Gather up a 
pile of patterned stamps, embossing powders and alcohol 
inks and have a blast! To create a necklace with my pendant, 
I added vintage Lucite beads, Swarovski crystals and chan-
nel chain in colors that coordinated with the vivid yellow, 
red and black of the stained design. 
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3. Melt powder with heat tool
Use a heat tool to melt the powder until the 
powder becomes glossy and wet looking. 
Work from the top to the bottom of the slide, 
keeping the heat tool moving as you work. 
Allow the glass to cool.

4. Color in details
Use a fine paintbrush and alcohol inks to 
color in the details of the stamp. Allow the 
ink to dry.

5. Secure glass inside frame
To create a pendant, place the stamped 
glass against a second glass piece with the 
embossed side of the glass facing the second 
piece of glass. Slide the 2 glass pieces into 
the frame and close it.

6. Add dangles
Create 3 coiled dangles with jet beads and 
regular head pins and 1 coiled dangle with 
a Lucite bead and a ball-tipped head pin. 
Attach all of the dangles to a small jump ring. 
Attach the small jump ring and the pendant 
to a larger jump ring with chain-nose pliers.

tip
Getting this to work just right is a little tricky. 
You may need to practice, and you’ll definitely 
need to use a bold stamp with simple lines and 
empty spaces you can fill in with ink. I recom-
mend dusting the embossing powder residue 
off the glass with a very small paintbrush 
before setting the design with the heat tool. No 
matter what, there will be a little bit of fleck-
ing. You can scrape some of that off with a 
razor blade and try to live with the rest! 
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Gallery
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Stained Chick
With the flourishes stamp, the 
embossing technique looks quite 
elegant, but you can also use it 
with a cuter image for a com-
pletely different effect. 

Stained Earrings
You can use the same technique 
on acrylic to make these lovely 
and less fragile earrings!

Optically Stained
This image stamped in all black 
comes from one of the Hero Arts 
Mixed Design clear stamps. It’s 
embossed on the back of a vintage 
optical lens. Because this is a single 
pane of glass, I sealed it with some 
Diamond Glaze to prevent the 
embossed areas from chip-
ping. The gunmetal chain is 
from Blue Moon Beads, and 
I’ve accented the pendant 
with freshwater pearls 
and a black diamond 8mm 
Swarovksi round. Try this 
embossing technique on all 
kinds of glass.
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